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College News interview: creators
of “America’s Greenest Campus”

An exclusive interview with Brian Keane of
SmartPower and Thomas Scaramellino of
ClimateCulture

Lisa Kilian

As “America’s Greenest Campus” kicks off and schools
scramble to gather up participants and get their carbon
footprints down, I wanted to find out what its creators,
leaders, and participating students were feeling.

Over the week, I interviewed Colin Bennet, the campus
organizer from leading George Mason University, Thomas
Scaramellino, founder and CEO of Climate Culture, and Brian
Keane, president of SmartPower. What I found were three
very enthusiastic people hopeful of the environmental
change the contest could have on many Americans and as
for the competitive mindset – virtually missing.

“We’re all striving for the same thing,” Colin Bennet said. “I
truly believe that the climate crisis is a ‘human’ problem.”

George Mason is currently in first place. When I asked Colin
if he would mind sharing some tips on how other schools
could get up to the top as well, he was more than happy to
share his own tried and true methods.

1). Ask your professors if you can have five minutes at the
beginning of class to talk about the contest. Tell the other
students all about “America’s Greenest Campus” and how
they can get involved. Give links and have a signup sheet so
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